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Prior to MarkLogic 7, data was ingested in a round robin approach.  Over time this 
yields a generally balanced distribution of data across all hosts in a cluster containing 
the database and all forests which make up that database.  However, as new forests 
were added, balancing data involved manual redistribution through scripts, etc. 
 
In MarkLogic 7 this rebalancing is automated.  So if you need to expand, simply add a 
forest and the data will be distributed according to the assignment policy.  If you need 
to contract, simply retire a forest, and likewise the data will be rebalanced among the 
remaining forests automatically.  
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